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Collins: Dean's Corner
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DEAN’S CORNER
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“Special” Areas
of Education

Special Topics Issue:

Special Education &
Technology Learning

A

s most educators are well
aware, the
world of education is ever-changing. Never
has this more apparent than in the areas of special education and educational technology.
Before the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) was enacted in 1975,
nearly one million students with disabilities
were shut out of schools or denied services.
While IDEA set out to change this landscape,
problems persisted—dropout rates were high
and curriculum and assessment were
afterthoughts. New IDEA legislation
introduced in 1997 set out to raise expectations
for children with disabilities, include them in
school goals and assessments, and involve
their parents more in the process.
Today, the special education arena has
become more fine-tuned than ever before.
Congress’ reauthorization of IDEA in 2004, set
parameters for states to monitor, including
thirty-four “indicators” that check what type of
education services are being provided for
children with special needs. Schools are
underfunded and overworked in their quests
to meet children’s needs while reaching state
and federal goals. In this issue of Colleagues,
our contributors examine universal design,
response to intervention, and combination
strategies using technology.
While IDEA has been around for over three
decades, the presence of technology in schools

and individual classrooms continues to grow at
staggering rates. School computer labs were at
one time considered ‘cutting edge’ and
forward-thinking. Now laptops, PDAs, MP3
players, video conferencing, online bulletin
boards and numerous other technological
advancements are changing the face of
instruction, research, assessment, and the entire
educational landscape.
If you’re up-to-date on all of the latest jargon,
then you will understand the meaning and
relevance of wikis, blogs, podcasts, downloads
(and uploads), webcasting, eJournals, BBS,
Bluetooth, and other similar technological
terms that are rapidly becoming part of the
educational lexicon. Several articles such as
the Airzoo article or “Sean’s Clicks to Pick”
articles highlight technology in education.
An oft-used phrase—“Everything old is new
again”—might have some validity when
talking about certain aspects of the education
world. But when it comes to special education
and technology, it is easy to see that new ideas
are constantly changing to become more
efficient, effective, and hopefully, provide a
measure of success in meeting educational
goals. We at the College of Education are
happy to be doing the development, research,
and teaching to create a community of learners
that will succeed in the field.
Elaine C. Collins, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Education
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hank you for reading Colleagues
Magazine. Our goal is to provide you
with thought-provoking content and give
you some insight on the work of the Grand
Valley State University College of Education is
doing.
Our most recent edition, “Special Issue: Race
and Poverty,” was dedicated to a specific
theme. The positive feedback from numerous
emails and phone calls has prompted us to
develop another topic-driven magazine. This
issue will focus on special education and
technology.

COLLEAGUES

The Colleagues editorial team has been
invigorated by the many responses we have
recently received, and we encourage you to
write, fax, email, or call us with your thoughts,
ideas, and submissions. For our next issue
coming out Fall 2008, we will focus on Politics
& Education—certainly a hot-topic during this
election year.
If you have an idea for an article, we
encourage you to visit www.gvsu.edu/coe and
click the Colleagues tab. You’ll find information
and a submission form that must be received
no later than April 11, 2008.
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